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Every artwork reclaimed by the Max Stern Estate provides 
the occasion to celebrate justice served. The afternoon of 
November 17 was the latest such occasion. On that day, 
the government of the Netherlands handed over an Old 
Master painting to representatives of the Stern Estate 
(made up of Concordia and McGill Universities and the 
Hebrew University/Jerusalem). 

President Judith Woodsworth travelled with Clar- 
ence Epstein, Concordia Director of Special Projects and 
Cultural Affairs, to The Hague to reclaim the painting, 
Allegory of Earth and Water by Jan Brueghel the Young- 
er during a ceremony hosted by the government of the 
Netherlands. The painting is remarkable for the complex- 
ity of its imagery. But the return of the painting is also 
remarkable for a number of reasons. 

The Brueghel is the eighth painting to be returned to 
the Stern Estate. There are estimated to be a total of 400 
artworks forced by the Nazis from the hands of the Jew- 
ish collector and dealer in the years surrounding World 
War II. But this is the first time a European government 
has surrendered a work from its national collection to 
the Stern heirs. 
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IMAGES OF 
THE PAST? 


Woodsworth expressed her gratitude to the Dutch 


government, saying “It is our hope that other European © 


countries will follow the lead of the Netherlands and re- 
turn some of the hundreds of artworks seized from Dr. 
Stern, some of which are currently hanging in other Eu- 
ropean museums.” 


CANVASES RECOVERED 
BY THE MAX STERN 
ART RESTITUTION PROJECT 





As Epstein sees it, “There are legal obligations, and there 
are moral obligations. When it comes to the moral obli- 
gations, we are counting on the good faith of the other 
parties who are in possession of these paintings to un- 
derstand that this is not a simple issue; that there is not 
necessarily a legal end to the issue that we want to pursue.” 

There was no litigation involved in the return of the 
Brueghel painting. Instead, it was removed from the 
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STUDENTS RALLY ON 
DIFFICULT ASSIGNMENT 





Noordbrabants Museum in Den Bosch after its origins 
were verified by the Netherlands’ Origins Unknown 
agency — the organization responsible for investigating 
the provenance of certain paintings in the Dutch na- 
tional collections. 

In his work with the Max Stern Art Restititution Proj- 
ect on behalf of the three universities that are heirs to 
the Stern Estate, Epstein liaises with a complex web of 
organizations. It includes representatives of the Holo- 
caust Claims Processing Office of the New York State 
Banking Department, the U.S. Department of Home- 
land Security’s Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
and INTERPOL. 

As Epstein winds up a recent interview with this jour- 
nalist, he quickly checks his emails. There, he discovers 
the latest bit of good news that propels the reclamation 
project onward: Evidence that he and his associates may 
soon be caught up in arrangements for the return of yet 
another looted artwork; one that has required six long 
years of work to track. 


FOR AN INTERVIEW WITH CLARENCE EPSTEIN GO TO 
HTTP://TINYURL.COM/BREUGHELRETURN 
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President's Conference Series multimedia exhibition shows 
how technology is changing the way we see our City 





David Jhave Johnston at the multimedia exhibition in the foyer of Montreal's Grande Bibliotheque. | 


Research-Creation@Concordia 


Ollivier Dyens — Vice-Provost Teaching and 
Learning, artist, writer and essayist 


Jason Lewis - Computation Arts Professor, 
researcher and artist 


+ 


AT THE GRANDE BIBLIOTHEQUE 


David Jhave Johnston — PhD student in 


Humanities atc Concordia’s Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and 
Culture, digital poet and web creator 


Max and Julian Stein - Concordia 
undergraduates and producers of the 


Montreal Sound Map 


Alison Loader — filmmaker and digital artist 


WORK ON DISPLAY UNTIL DECEMBER 5 











KAREN HERLAND 


The audience for the poetry reading at the Grande Biblio- 
théque on December 1 is going to be plunged directly into 
the stream of languages for the penultimate event of this 
term’s President’s Conference Series (PCS) on that theme. 

A typical poetry reading is a fairly staid affair, tracing 
a direct line from poet to text to audience. The seven po- 
ets participating in this event, titled Une pluie de mots, de 
langues, de silences, will be performing with each other, 
using images and prior recordings of their works. The 
evening program represents the culmination of months 
of planning and collaboration. 

“It’s not like anything I’ve done before,’ admits Mary 
di Michele, of the Department of English. More to the 
point, she adds, “its unlike any poetry event I've ever 
seen. This is going to be an Imax experience of poetry.” 

It’s true that few readings involve a creative director. 
Michael Montanaro, Associate Professor and Chair of 
Contemporary Dance and choreographer of the Cirque 
de Soleil’s show, Varekai, has been working with the writ- 
ers, and the space, to develop the idea of an immersive 
sonic experience. 


Russ COOPER 

Right now, the foyer of Montreal’s Grande Bibliotheque 
is more than a mere thoroughfare to the stacks. Un- 
til December 5, it houses an extraordinary multimedia 
exhibition. 

Put on the red and blue glasses and check out the Grey 
Nuns Motherhouse in 3D, or don the headphones and 
concentrate on the sounds of Montreal. At each of the six 
interactive touchscreens, the work of five Concordia art- 
ists and the Office of Research will show how technology 
is changing our perception of our city. 

As part of the ongoing President’s Conference Series 
(PCS), Montreal: On the Stream of Languages, the ex- 
hibition offers visitors yet another way to experience 
Montreal through the eyes of Concordia. 

David Jhave Johnston, one of five artists displaying 
their work, is featuring his unique brand of digital poetry. 
As part of his PhD Humanities research project at Con- 
cordia’s Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society 











and Culture, Johnston uses combinations of typography 
and motion graphic software to manipulate the visual as- 
pect of text — stretching and contorting his words — in an 
attempt to alter the experience of reading literature. 

“I hope to open another axis for semiotic interpre- 
tation, when you can’t say a word means one thing or 
another,” he explains. “It's now deformed and means 
something different.” 

For Johnston, who is primarily using the typographic 
manipulation program Mr. Softie (a platform developed - 
by fellow presenter at the exhibition, Computation Arts 
Professor Jason Lewis), the exhibition is the perfect op- 
portunity to change perceptions about what words can 
mean. 

“I’m really intrigued by the idea that thousands of 
people will wander by who might only think motion 
graphics is used to sell them toilet paper or cars. This is a 
genuine artistic medium,’ he says. 

“The academic world is a good place to experiment 
with visual type at the crossroads of fine art and typogra- 
phy, but it’s even better when we can reach out and try to 
affect the reader’s experience in a new way.” 

Above and beyond the five artists, the exhibition's 
sixth screen displays the prototype web application 
Research-Creation@Concordia. First unveiled at the 
Concordia-hosted Congress of Humanities and Social 
Sciences this past spring (see Journal, April 15, 2010), the 
interactive application highlights a cross section of Con- 
cordia faculty members involved in research-creation, as 
well as profiles of people who have played a significant 
role in producing the Grande Bibliothéque presentations 
and exhibition. 

This fourth PCS is part of the five-year partnership 
between Concordia and the Bibliothéque et Archives na- 
tionales du Québec (BAnQ), titled Montréal a travers les 
yeux de Concordia. 


$ 





TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT PCS AND TO SEE VIDEOS 
OF JOHNSTON'S WORK, VISIT HTTP://TINYURL.COM/ 
BANQMULTIMEDIA 
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“We knew we wanted to stage something with poetry,” 
Montanaro says. That idea has grown to include three 
platforms and screens on stage, organized by lighting di- 
rector Tim Rodriguez, sound director Navid Navab, and 
Jerome Delapierre for video and other visual elements. 





THIS IS GOING TO BE 
AN IMAX EXPERIENCE 
OF POETRY 


MARY DI MICHELE 


Development of the project stretches back to the sum- 
mer. Di Michele was one of several poets teaching in the 
Departments of English and Etudes frangaises invited to 
participate: Each of them submitted six or seven poems 


on the theme of language and the city, the broad theme 
of the PCS and the larger partnership between Concordia 
and the Bibliothéque et Archives nationales du Québec 
(BanQ). 

The seven professors then began to think about how 
their works fit together. “The poems start speaking to 
each other,” says di Michele. “They become a kind of sin- 
gie work, working with each other.” 

That collaborative dialogue may be more common in 
a dassroom than on a stage for most poets. “I suppose 
all forms of theatre are collaborative, with the actors and 
director,” she says, extending the example to writing for 
TV or film. 

Di Michele will be joined for Une pluie de mots, de 
lorgues, de silences, by Marc André Brouillette and André 
Roy of Concordia’s Département d’études frangaises, as 
well 2s Jason Camlot, David McGimpsey, Stephanie Bol- 
ster and Sina Queyras of the Department of English. 

Bolster, fortunately contributed her recordings just 
days before she became a mother for the second time. 
Her voice and work will join the others’ on December 1 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Grande Bibliothéque at 475 De Mai- 
sonmeuve Blvd. East. 
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The work of Montreal photojournalist Conrad Poirier 
(1913-1963), who worked for many Canadian magazines, 
is a perfect example of the ‘photographic modernism’ 
Tousignant is studying. The BAnQ holds 23 460 of Poirier’s 


photographs and negatives. 
BIBLIOTHEQUE ET ARCHIVES NATIONALES DU QUEBEC 
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PhD candidate using scholarship from Bibliotheque et Archives nationales 
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Russ COOPER category from the high art/low art di- 


chotomy,’ she says. “There are great links 
between the two, but when art historians 
talk about modernist photography, they 
only consider high art.” 

These images gave Canadians a pic- 
ture of Canadian life during a time when 
the flourishing magazine business was 


The future of the Canadian magazine 
business has been a hot discussion in re- 
cent years. But it’s not a conversation Zoé 
Tousignant is particularly interested in. 
For this PhD student in Art History, 
her future lies in its past. 
Tousignant’s research looks at what she 


calls ‘photographic modernism’ in Cana- 
dian magazines between 1925 and 1945 
— a time period she says is underexam- 
ined in Canadian photographic history. 





The term ‘modernist photography, 
on the other hand, is more commonly 
used in art history to refer to valuable 
‘high art’ photos generally considered 
to be representative of popular culture 
from 1920 to 1940, she explains. (Think 
Dorothea Lange’s 1936 Migrant Mother, 
the famous portrait of a weathered and 
worried depression-era mother with her 
two children.) 

Tousignant is taking a different 
approach. She’s using the term ‘pho- 
tographic modernism’ to refer to the 
thousands of everyday pictures (consid- 
ered ‘visual culture’) that appeared in 
Canadian magazines such as Maclean's, 
Chatelaine and Le Samedi, among other 
publications. 

This visual culture, considered less 
valuable artistically, was just as important 
in shaping Canada’s popular culture dur- 
ing that time, she argues. 

“What I’m doing is trying to rid the 


becoming increasingly crucial to the na- 
tion’s identity, she says. 

“Here was this medium distributed to 
hundreds of thousands of homes. People 
were being confronted with modern life 


DIFFERENT PERIODICAL TITLES HOUSED AT 
THE BIBLIOTHEQUE ET ARCHIVES NATIONALES 
DU QUEBEC (THE EARLIEST FROM 1802) 


through these photos in the magazines,’ 
says Tousignant. “My work is about con- 
sidering readership and the reception of 
the photography in a Canadian context.” 

It’s research that has earned her quite 

the list of accolades. Most recently, in 
October, she received a $12 500 Doctoral 
Research Award from the Bibliothéque et 
Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ). 

The one-year bursary is given to two or 
three deserving PhD students annually 
to conduct their research on an aspect 
or component of the collections of the 
BAnQ. In Tousignant’s case, the enor- 
mous store of old magazines housed at 
the Grande Bibliothéque on De Maison- 
neuve Blvd. East. 

“She was the ideal candidate for the 
BAnQ fellowship,” says Art History Pro- 
fessor Martha Langford, Tousignant’s 
PhD advisor. “Her research will give us 
a bigger picture of how photography af- 
fected Canada then. She’s too modest to 
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Art History PhD student Zoé Tousignant reviews magazines in the collection at the Grande 


Bibliotheque. | comcoRDia UNIVERSITY 


describe herself as such, but I think she is 
breaking new ground.” 

In 2007, Tousignant received the three- 
year Canada Graduate Scholarship from 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Re- 
search Council of Canada (SSHRC). 

Since 2003, she’s earned eight grants 
and scholarships in total. Not to mention 
a swath of professional experience from 
research assistant to archivist to curator. 


She’s also organized or participated in 
seven conferences and lectures, most re- 
cently having lectured on the subject to 
Art History Chair Loren Lerner’s class 
ARTH 298F: The Human Face. 

“(The study] is really about revising 
history in a way. I’m saying the stories that 
have been told so far are not complete,” 
says Tousignant. “I want to add this di- 
mension to the history of photography.” 
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Concordia University is pleased ~ 
to announce the creation of the: 


“Nabil Esmail: Undergradu- 
ate Excellence in Engineering 
Scholarship”. This scholarship 
will be awarded annually to the 
undergraduate engineering stu- 
dent with the highest academic 
standing who has completed 
a minimum of 90 credits and 
who is registered as a full-time 
student. 

Former Dean Dr. Esmail has 
in particular significantly con- 
tributed to the enhancement of 
research and graduate studies 
in the Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science during 
his tenure as Dean. 


Dr. Judith Woodsworth 
President, Concordia University 
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OUTSTANDING BUSINESS 
ALUMNI CELEBRATED 


Awards ceremony at John Molson School of Business welcomes hundreds 


For the 21st time, the John Molson School 
of Business (JMSB) bestowed Awards of 
Distinction to esteemed alumni. 

More than 250 attendees gathered in 
the MB Buildings BMO Amphitheatre 
November 9 to honour Randall W. Kelly 
and Anna Martini. 

Kelly, who currently serves as Presi- 
dent of Montreal-based investment firm 
Formula Growth Ltd., graduated with a 
bachelor’s in commerce in 1978. Kelly 
also serves on the Client Committee for 
the Kenneth Woods Portfolio Manage- 
ment Program. 

Martini, President of fashion brand 
management company Groupe Dyna- 
mite Inc., graduated with a bachelor’s in 
commerce in 1985 and a graduate diplo- 
ma in accountancy in 1986. 

“Through their extraordinary ca- 
reers following their studies here, both 
these alumni have exemplified the ex- 
cellence and public service we strive 
to instill in every one of our gradu- 
ates,” said Cornelia Molson, Senior 
Associate, Special Projects for the JMSB. 





At the Awards of Distinction Ceremony, from left: JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma; Peter Kruyt, Chair 


of Concordia’s Board of Governors; award recipient Randall Kelly; award recipient Anna Martini; 
and Joseph Capano, Principal Director of Development, JMSB. | 


Awardees are gauged upon four crite- 
ria: notable business accomplishment, 
affiliation or service to Concordia, com- 
munity service, and lifetime professional 
achievement. 

The awards committee is composed of 
representatives from JMSB administra- 
tion, three full-time Faculty members, 


one undergraduate student, one graduate 
student and one alumni representative. 
“This was our first Awards of Distinc- 
tion in our own building and it could not 
have been better,” says Molson. Earlier this 
month the Faculty held a gala celebrating 
the 10th anniversary of the JMSB. Orga- 
nizers called it an overwhelming success. 





























Russ COOPER 


This year, six Concordia professors received Discovery 
Accelerator Supplement (DAS) grants from the Natural 
Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada 
(NSERC). 

This marks the highest number of DAS awards that 
Concordia has ever received, a sign the quality of the 
Faculty’s research is becoming increasingly recognized 


nationally. 
The recipients are: Ibrahim Hassan and Ali Dolatabadi 
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Khalid Koraitem (left) and Percy Graham, mechanical and industrial engineering master’s students working with Dolatabadi; 








from Mechanical and Industrial Engineering; Catherine 
Mulligan and Osama Moselhi from Building, Civil, and 
Environmental Engineering; Sofiéne Tahar from Electri- 
cal and Computer Engineering; and Amr Youssef from the 
Concordia Institute for Information Systems Engineering. 
Each researcher will receive $120 000 over three years. 
The DAS Program provides resources to small groups 
of well-established researchers who show strong potential 
to become international leaders in their fields of research. 
For example, Dolatabadi has designed a nozzle attach- 
ment to improve the application of protective sprays used 
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demonstrates a nozzle attachment similar to his proposed design. Lasers are used to measure the particulate movement. 








in aerospace, automotive, power generation and biomedi- 
cal industries. The design increases the velocity of the 
coatings’ nano-sized powder particles as they are sprayed, 
providing better adhesion to protect against heat, corro- 
sion and wear. 

The funding will allow Dolatabadi to further develop the 
design and will facilitate manufacturing of components, 
which could have a notable impact on Quebec industries, 
he predicts. 




















Engineering and Computer Science Dean Robin Drew 
says the funding will go towards supporting graduate 
students (or highly-qualified personnel, according to 
NSERC) within the research teams. He states an influx of 
funds such as this could allow for the number of research 
personnel on some projects to double. 

“These grants will provide quite a significant boost to 
the faculty members and very significant recognition to 
Concordia. We’re going to see a significant increase in 
the amount of research activity from these individuals,” 
says Drew. 
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Concordia’s Faculty of Arts and Science takes tremendous pride in recognizing students who have achieved outstanding academic success. 
During the 2009 — 2010 academic year, the undergraduate students listed below achieved a remarkable annual grade point average (GPA) 
of 3.75 or above. They represent the top 6% of undergraduate students in the Faculty of Arts and Science. 
Congratulations to the outstanding students whose achievements have earned them a place on this year’s Dean's List! 


Andrea Aarssen 
Dany Abillama 
Christopher Ablenas 
Daniel Abramov 
Frédéric Adam 
Alexander Agnello 
Travis C. Ahearn 
Hind AJ Atassi 
Stephane Alarie 
Benvinda Albuquerque 
Viviane Albuquerque 
lan Allan 
Fernando Adan Almaraz 
Frias 
Ashley Alton 
Andalib Alzaghawi 
Sefi Amir 
Stephanie Amorosa 
Shihadeh Anani 
Natasha Anderson 
Eftichia Andreadakis 
Mary Andrews 
Patrick Angell 
Herak Apelian 
lulian Apostu 
Faye Ashley Araneta 
Jessica Arasimowicz 
Tamreen Arif 
Nathalia Ribeir Ariza 
Catherine Armstrong 
Bianca Arrelle-Petit 
Hazel Arroyo 
Luis Gustavo Arruda 
Nimara Asbah 
Adrienne Asgary 
Tiffany Ashford 
Gholam Ali Ashtiani 
Adam David Ashton 
Marielle Asseraf 


Anastasia Assimakopoulos 


Jonathan Astras 
Marylene Audet 
Marie-Luce Audet 


Lydia Audet 

Zainab Audi 
Veronique Auger 
Adam Avrashi 

Jeffry Awwad 
Laurence B. Violette 
Michael Babikian 
Vanessa Babineau 
Félix-Hervé Bachand 
Marian Baines 

Laura Baker 

Victoria Bakrdjian 
Ana-Daniella Baljak 
Jimmy Bang 

Brittany Banks 
Stephanie Bannon 
Yuliya Barannik 
Dustin Baran-Plotkin 
Stephanie Barbagli 
Kevin Barber 
Cristina Barbu 

Claire Barnes 
Frances Barnet 
Elizabeth Barr 

Sarah Barrable Tishauer 
Shelley Bartholomew 
Taylor Shannon Baruchel 
Lynn M. Barwell 
Lucia Mariana Batista 


. Carmen Bayly 


Laura Beach 
Guillaume Beaudoin 
Monika Beaulieu 
Angéle Beaulieu 
Simon Beaulieu 

Julie Beausejour 
Christophe Bedeaux 
Anahita Beladi 
Moria Belanger 
Jean-Francois Bélanger 
Julia Belanger 
Michael Belcher 
Mariane Béliveau 


Megane Beneat Donald 
Myriam Bensimon 
Ryan Benty 
Jennifer Berardi 
Pauline Beraud 
Melissa Berman Rosa 
Kyla Bertram 
Linda Bertrand 
Jonathan Besserer 
Eva Best 
Jason Beveridge 
Roxanne Bichard 
Allison Bishop 
Lawrence David Bisse 
Jessica Miriam Bitton 
Nick Bitzas 
Natalie Black 
Elena Blanco Moleon 
Stephanie Bleau-Messier 
Andrea Bluteau 
Kasey Bockus 
Karine Boileau 
Sophie Boisvenue 
Ismael Bolly 
Clara Bolster-Foucault 
Elena Bondarenko 
Joey Bongiorno 
Nicholas Bon-Miller 
Nikolaos Botsas 
Gabrielle Bouchard 
Nancy Boucher 
Jimmy Boucher 
Patrick Boudreau-Alguire 
Audrey Bouffard-Nesbitt 
Emily F. Bourassa 
Vicki Bourke 
Frédérique Bournot 
Nour Boutros 
Sarah Elizabeth Bowes 
Pascale Brabant 
Michelle Braiden 
Stephanie Suzan 
Bramwell 


Melaney Salina Branco 
Kristen Braun 
Gabriel Brindamour- 
Kemlo 
Susannah Brittan 
Josée-Raphaele Brodeur 
Marie Gabrielle Bronsard 
Laura Brouillette 
Emma Brown 
Christopher Brown 
Pierson Browne 
Kyla Brulé 
Andrew Brulotte 
Jean-Nicolas Brunet- 
Comtois 
James Buchanan 
Morgan Buck 
Elise Bulow 
Alma Bulut 
Danna J. Burgess 
Wayne Burke 
Eric Burnet 
Kimberly Burnside 
Kevin Busby 
Pamela Bussey 
Andrea Butler 
Dara Byrne 
Nicole Diane Caissey 
Melissa Callaci 
Steven Caluori 
Claudia Calzetta 
Carolanne Campeau 
Matthew Candib 
Elizabeth Cannell 
Ysa Cao 
Enrico C. Caouette 
Heather Caplap 
Lucia Capretti 
Nicholas Capuano 
Nicholas Caramagno 
Massimo Cardillo 
Anthony Careccia 
Anna Carlson 


Maria del Carme 
Carmona Chavez 

Melina Carnevale 

Gloria Caroline 

Joseph Carpini 

Roxana Casas 

Evie Cavis 

Chelsea Caya 

Valentina Cean 

Heidi Cederberg 

Maya Cerda San Miguel 

Hana Cermanova 

Christopher Chaban 

Karine Chagnon 

Jean-Francois Champagne 

Kane Chan 

Lily Chan 

Wael Chanab 

Yi Sha Chang 

Lyne Charland 

Cynthia Charron 

Michael Chaulk 

Caroline Chbat 

Didier Chelin 

Raja Chemaii 

Fei Chen 

Elaine Cheung 

Bassam Chiblak 

Serena Chiovitti 

Kayla Chiricosta 

In Cho 

Jane Cho 

Laura Choiniere 

Tsz Wai Chu 

Hsuan-Yin Chu 

Pierre Chuard 

Lindsay Chuprun 

Pamela Churchill 

Jamie Rose Ciaramicoli 

Laurel Clayton 

Eric Clement 

Michelle Climent Mota 

Maggie Cocco 


Ariela Cohen 
Rebecca Cohen 
Alexandra Comeau 
Frederick James Arthur 
Comeau 
Michele Conlin 
Robert Conyers 
Christopher Cooper 
Vanessa Copeland 
Romney Copeman 
Stephanie Correia 
Gina Cortopassi 
Susan Cosgroveé 
Andrea Cosman 
Jean-Sébastien Cété 
Alexandra Cété 
Philippe Cdté-Boucher 
Thaisa Cotton 
Elizabeth Courtois 
Eric Cousineau 
Elisabeth Couture- 
Doherty 
Mitchell Coviensky 
Tristan Alexander 
Cristiano 
Kate Cryderman 
Nicolas Cuillerier 
Christopher Curtis 
Emma Czornobaj 
Thomas Daigle 
Erin Daley 
Kayla D’Aloia 
Valerie D’Amour-Horvat 
Aleksander Danielski 
Jessica D'Antoni 
Christina Daoussis 
Charles Daoust 
Noélle Darbellay 
Kylah Darwent 
Leanne Dascal 
Stephannie Davies 
Bailey Davis 
Kaya Davis 


Sophia Davoli 
Lucrezia De Feudis 
David De Longchamp 
Amanda De Melo 
Marco De Petrillo 
Leesa Dean 

Lee Deckelbaum 
Philip Dehais 
Katherine Dehm 
Andriana Della Serra 
Christina Delzingaro 
Amy Del-Zotto 
Alexandra Demers 
Myriam Des Cormiers 
Alain Deschamps 
Poppy Desclouds 
Brigitte Desharnais 
Martin Desmarais 
Philip Desormeau 
Tara Despault 
Arianne Desrochers 
Alessia Di Cesare 
Vanessa Di Francesco 
Liana Di lorio 
Christina Di Lazzaro 
Cassandra Di Tomasso 
Marius Diaconescu 
Sophia Dias 

Melissa Dimitriadis 


Tania Dinome Benkirane 


Eva Divolis 
Hassan Docrat 
Agnes Domanski 


Zoe Hamilton Dominiak 


Sevag Donabet 
Stephanie Donahue 
Lorraine Donald 

Ariel Octavio Donayo 
Rafik Doss | 
Stephanie Doughty 
Audrey Doyon-Lessard 
Verginia Dron 
Roberta D'Souza 
Annie Dubé 

Jonathan Dubé 
Guillaume Dubois 
Guillaume Ducharme 


Jean-Frangois Ducharme- 
Varin 
Philippa Duchastel De 
Montrouge 
Everry Dufresne 
Mylene Dufresne 
Matthew Dugandzic 
Christine Duncan 
Fiona Duncan 
Ashley Dunn 
Pamela Duns 
Laurent Dupras-Boileau 
Julie Dupuis 
Benoit Duquette 
Sophie Duranceau 
Christine Janet Duval 
Kimberly Duval 
Nicholas Albert Dykstra 
Melissa Eavis 
Gabrielle Egan 
Karine Eigenmann 
Amy Eisner-Levine 
Sami El Cheikh 
Nabil El Khoury 
Andrea Elalouf 
Marwah Elhakeem 
Alexandre Elhalwi 
Aaron Elliott 
Hadeil Elmasry 
Michael Emeleus 
Sacha Engelhardt 
Geraldine Etienne 
Jessica Evangelista 
Meredith Evans 
Karen Evoy 
Lesha Ewers 
Aseel Ezrique 
Justin Famili 
Ling Ling Fang 
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SYLVAIN-JAC QUES 
DESJARDINS 


It was launched in 1976 to examine 
whether behavioural problems such as 
childhood aggression and social with- 
drawal could predict future mental 
health problems or serious social and 
health difficulties. Countless grant appli- 
cations and 34 years later, the Concordia 
Longitudinal Risk Project continues, and 
the original child participants are now 
adults — many with kids of their own. 

The study, the first to investigate the 
impact of behavioural patterns over 
decades, has proved a gold mine for 
researchers. It has generated 55 peer-re- 
viewed papers, with more under review, 
for Concordia scientists and North 
American peers who've asked to collabo- 
rate using their figures. 

“This study has been surprisingly far- 
ranging,” says Lisa Serbin, a psychology 
professor and a scientist at the Centre 
for Research in Human Development 
(CRDH) who joined the Concordia Lon- 
gitudinal Risk Project in 1981. “Nobody 
thought this study would last over 30 
years, but we keep thinking of new ques- 
tions we can answer with this cohort.” 

Professor Emeritus Alex Schwartz- 
man and Jane Ledingham, a former 
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“INVALUABLE SNAPSHOT 
OF THE POPULATION” 


Psychology research project initiated 30+ years ago continues to yield results 


Concordian who is now at the Univer- 
sity of Ottawa, were the first investigators 
to lead the project. It has continued 
smoothly for so long thanks to the sup- 
port of Claude Senneville, a research 
coordinator at the CRDH. 

In total, the research team screened 4 
000 children from French-language pub- 
lic schools. Participants were recruited 
from low socio-economic urban back- 
grounds in Quebec. Over 1 000 were 
retained with follow-up interviews at 
three-year intervals, while further infor- 


4000 


mation about their histories was garnered 
through public databases. When the 
study began, participants were in Grade 
1, Grade 4 and Grade 7. Most are now in 
their early 40s. 

Disadvantaged Quebec residents were 
selected as the cohort to ensure continu- 
ity. “This demographic does not generally 
move out of the region,” says Serbin, who 
is also Concordia University Research 


Chair in Human Development. 

She stresses that participants have been 
invaluable in providing a snapshot of 
the larger population. “Name any prob- 
lematic outcome and chances are it will 
be manifested more frequently in an in- 
ner-city, lower income group. To obtain 
that kind of perspective from the general 
population would require screening mil- 
lions of people,” she says. 

Serbin’s most recent investigation to 
use data from the Concordia Longitudi- 
nal Risk Project has just been published 


CHILDREN WERE SCREENED IN 1976 
TO IDENTIFY 1000 PARTICIPANTS FOR 
THE ONGOING RESEARCH PROJECT 


in the International Journal of Behavioural 
Development. She examined whether 
childhood aggression, social withdrawal 
and low socio-economic status could af- 
fect adult wellbeing. 

Her conclusions? Disadvantaged kids 
are more likely to drop out of high school, 
become adolescent parents and raise 
their own children in poverty. Those di- 
agnosed as having behavioural problems 


SEVEN UP! SCREENED IN 
A MONTREAL CINEMA 


Wotectieiilanlantel <alal oriUie-\iantolateniaieeln\cias-lelela zien @elnaelne|(-! 


cinema lecturer Matt Hays 


When Montreal filmmaker Paul Almond 
decided to interview a group of seven- 
year-olds in England in 1964 about their 
hopes and dreams, he was curious about 
who they were. 

He had no idea he would launch a film 
series that four decades later continues 
to document who they would become at 
seven-year intervals. It’s a formula that 
has proven wildly popular, with the films 
in the series winning various awards and 
finding their way onto “best of” lists. 
The Up Series has also sparked a host of 
copycats from France and South Africa to 
Japan and the U.S. 

Concordia film lecturer Matt Hays 
spoke with Almond after a screening 
of Seven Up! at the Cinema du Parc on 
November 17. Hays has written about Al- 
mond over the years and loves the film. 
Few people are aware that the British 
documentary series was co-conceived 
by a Montrealer and had never been 
screened here before. 


“Paul was overcome with emotion as he 
watched Seven Up! on the big screen,” said 
Hays of the screening that attracted 60 
people on a weekday afternoon. “He said 
afterwards how terribly touching the kids 
were and still are. He also told us that he 
stays in touch with one of the kids, Tony.” 

Almond has said the documentary was 
inspired by the old Jesuit maxim “Give 
me a child until he is seven and I will give 
you the man”. The project was developed 
when England’s Labour government was 
considering tax reforms to significantly 
minimize differences between classes. 
Almond thought speaking to seven-year- 
olds across the economic spectrum 
would be an engaging way to illustrate 
the discussion. 

It was Michael Apted, usually associ- 
ated with the Up Series, who decided to 
visit those same children seven years later. 
By then Almond had returned to Canada, 
and Apted, a junior researcher on the first 
film, continued the series. 


ago filmniaker 
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Lisa Serbin, Concordia University Research 
Chair in Human Development. 


as children, particularly aggression, were 
most at risk for adult hardships. 

Of the 328 women and 222 men of the 
cohort who had become parents: 22.6 per 
cent of mothers and 22.5 per cent of fa- 
thers had not completed their secondary 
education by age 25. That translated into 
35 per cent of households being poor. 

“This study confirms that individual 
and environmental factors have a direct 
and enduring impact from childhood 
into parenthood,” says Serbin. 

While the long-range study has shown 
that poverty breeds poverty, Serbin re- 
mains optimistic. “Cohort by cohort, 
we have seen improvements,” she says. 
“Education levels have risen. Where the 
parents of our participants might have 
ended their education in grade 8, over 
three-quarters of this second genera- 
tion did eventually graduate from high 
school. Such improved education levels 
make all the difference.” 
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WHAT’S ON 








LYNOA GAUJOREALY | 





Until December 11, the Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery is 
holding an exhibit by Lynda Gaudreau, of Compagnie De 
Brune, that has five phases: Five spaces, five weeks, five 
performers and five visual artists. 

Co-producer Gaudreau, a Montreal choreographer, 
developed the hybrid and experimental project, called Out 
of Grace, which combines a choreographed exhibition and 
an exhibited choreography. 

The exhibit is playful and dynamic. The five visual artists 


create works over the five weeks, which means the visitor's _ 
starting an art collection called The Art of Art Collecting, 


experience of the exhibition will be different each visit7” 

The Ellen Gallery (J.W. McConnell Building atrium, 1400 
De Maisonneuve Blvd. W.) is open from Tuesday to Friday 
from noon to 6 p.m. and on Saturdays from noon to 5 p.m. 
Starting in January 2011 the Ellen Gallery will exhibit the 
work of pioneering feminist artist Martha Wilson, curated 
by Peter Dykhuis. See the Gallery site for full details on both 


VINCENT CHEVALIER: COVER, VIDEO STILL 





The annual Undergraduate Student Exhibition is on at 
the FOFA Gallery untit December 3. A Faculty of Fine 
Arts tradition for more than 25 years, the exhibition 
offers students an opportunity to present their work in a 
professional public gallery and to the general public. 

Typically the exhibition includes artwork ih a variety of 
media, including photography, sculpture, drawing, video, 
and installation. 

On December 2 at 6:30 p.m., FOFA Gallery Director 
jake-moore will participate in a panel discussion on 


which will focus on the acquisition of affordable pieces 
of art. A tour of Combine 2010 and cocktails will follow. 
For location and registration required for the $5 event: 
alumni.concordia.ca/register or call 514-848-2424, ext. 4397. 

The FOFA Gallery (1515 Ste. Catherine St. W.) is open 
from Monday to Friday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 





JEFFREY TORGERSON 


This group exhibit by eight Concordia Fine Arts students 
is on display at the VAV Gallery until November 26. The 
driving creative forces of each student’s work are quite 
disparate. Jeffrey Torgerson’s portrait (above) is an allegory 
for feeling trapped emotionally or psychologically. 

Pascal Robitaille’s recent work focuses on the representa- 
tion of adolescent and post-adolescent males. 

Rebecca McFarlane’s recent sculptural work (a bedframe 
with a comforter made of plaster) focuses on how 
certain objects personify different experiences_or events. 
“Juxtaposed through unconventional materials, this work 
challenges the connotative meaning of its referent.” 

Other students involved in the exhibit are April Martin, 
Marie-Eve Joseph, Stephanie St. Jean Aubre, Tara Chartrand 
and Julie St. Hilaire. 

The VAV Gallery (1395 René-Lévesque Blvd. W.) is 
open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. from Monday to Friday. 
www. vavgallery.com 


exhibits: www.ellengallery.concordia.ca 


fofagallery.concordia.ca 


STUDENTS RALLY ON 
DIFFICULT ASSIGNMENT 


Television production students were in Washington 
for October's Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear 


KAREN HERLAND |_-. 


Every year, Senior Lecturer Peter Downie 
gives the Journalism Advanced TV Pro- 
duction class assignments suited to their 
interests and abilities. In an effort to find 
out what capturing a major event live 
entails, he and his students found them- 
selves on the Washington Mall early on 
Saturday, October 30, surrounded by 
hundreds of thousands of Americans at 
the John Stewart/Steven Colbert Rally to 
Restore Sanity and/or Fear. 

“When I arrived that morning I asked 
a volunteer how many people they were 
expecting,” he recalls. “She said estimates 
were between 150 000 to 300 000. And 
then she added ‘and that’s not a Fox News 
estimate.” Downie knew he’d brought 
JOUR 421’s 18 students to a media 
extravaganza. 

The students had been divided into 
two production teams for the year-long 
course. Each team develops, shoots and 
produces a 20-minute news package ev- 
ery three weeks. 


Getting to the mall had been a logisti- 
cal test. Since students were travelling on 
their own time and their own resources, all 
decisions had to be made collectively with 
respect to everyone’s individual situation. 


_ “We spent three weeks thinking about 


how we would travel, what equipment we 
would need, where we would stay and the 
interviews we would conduct,’ explains 
Downie. “And we had to be prepared to 
throw it all up in the air to adjust to the 
circumstances on the ground.” 

The uncertainty of TV reporting in 
such an immense, uncontrollable situ- 
ation is precisely the value of this type 
of experience for students. People miss 
meetings negotiating their way through a 
crowd of that size; the roar of that crowd 
in response to another event might inter- 
rupt a split-second opportunity for an 
interview; shots are missed and planning 
live reporting with so many variables is 
nearly impossible. 

“I think some of them loved it, and 
some of them didn’t, but that’s also a 
valuable discovery,’ says Downie. In 
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Journalism students take a break at the Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear. From left: Brenda 
Raftlova, Jill Fowler, Emily White, Hiba Zayadin and Lindsay Sykes. | 


the past, students have reported live 
from downtown Montreal, or worked 
on long-er, feature-style reports. This 
was the first time a class had travelled 
together to cover an event of this mag- 
nitude. Students had to negotiate live 
reporting during a one-time opportu- 
nity while being far from home with 
limited equipment and supplies. 

“I try to teach them how to think 
critically about the reporting they see,” 


says Downie, adding that the experience 
helped them better understand the pres- 
sures and challenges of covering such a 
mammoth event. 

“We usually spend our time thinking 
about how to frame a shot or get good 
sound,” he says, reflecting on the con- 
trolled atmosphere of a studio. “When 
youre in the field, you're forced to nego- 
tiate with the world to get good TV.” 
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Associate Vice-President Carolina Willsher wants employees 


to be better informed 


KAREN HERLANOD 


Concordia University employees enjoy a number of 
job-related perks such as access to campus recreation fa- 
cilities, art galleries, concert halls and a steady stream of 
distinguished speakers. All of these are available in one of 
Canada’s most vibrant urban centres. Oh, and employees 
can attend classes as well. 

“Those things all contribute to a wonderful place to 
work,” says Associate Vice-President Human Resources 
Carolina Willsher, who took on her duties in Septem- 
ber 2009. “Concordia is an institution both of and in 
Montreal.” 

She’s excited about how the department can promote 
the advantages of working here. “I was thrilled at the op- 
portunity to work at Concordia,” she says. “I grew up here 
and always recognized Concordia as a prominent and 
unique institution in Montreal.” 


7000 


She comes to Concordia from Carleton University in 
Ottawa, where she was the Director of Human Resources 
for five years. Prior to that, she worked in private indus- 
try and for school boards across Ontario. She has studied 
industrial relations and has completed various manage- 
ment programs in Canada and England. 

Concordia has grown significantly since Willsher last 
lived in Montreal, some 25 years ago. And while the 
university's expansion is evident in the numerous con- 
struction projects on both campuses, she is impressed 


EMPLOYEES AT 
CONCORDIA 
IN SEPTEMBER 2009 





by Concordia’s climb- 
ing enrolment figures. 
An increased student 
population requires more 
personnel and structures 
to serve them. “There are 
a lot of opportunities for 
developing and enhanc- 
ing processes, guidelines, 
programs and protocols 
to support the growth the university has seen over the 
last few years. Once these structures are in place, the im- 
provements will need to be communicated.” 

She is also mindful of the importance employee re- 
lations holds in Concordia’s strategic framework. Two 
years ago, the university community participated in an 
elaborate consultation process to develop a framework 
to direct Concordia’s growth and priorities. Developing 
best practices in administration and creating a positive 
environment for employees were among the pillars of 
that strategy. Ultimately, Willsher believes employees 
should be aware of the resources and benefits at their 
disposal, and should feel properly supported in their 
tasks. 

When she took on her new mandate, she met informal- 
ly with many employees, as well as labour representatives 
from all sectors, listening carefully to what they had to 
say. A key theme that emerged was the need for improved 
access to the Human Resources team. The plan she is 
elaborating for the department is very much in response 
to points raised in those initial conversations. 

Developing tools to improve communication between 
the Human Resources staff and the university's em- 
ployees is a priority for Willsher. She has been working 
on a new website for Human Resources, determining 
what information needs to reach employees and work- 
ing with web developers on how best to organize that 
information. 


LOCAL ORGANIZATION PUTS 


CENTRAIDE FUNDS TO GOOD USE 


Concordia campaign winds down this week 


SHELAGH PEDEN 


It isn’t always obvious, when donating to Centraide, 
where the money goes. One organizatioin that receives 
Centraide funding is close to the heart of Perry calce, 
Academic Program and Curriculum Coordinator at the 
School of Community and Public Affairs. He lives in the 
neighbourhood affectionately known as Park X, and helps 
run the Park Extension Youth Organization (PEYO). 

Serving one of Montreal’s least financially secure popu- 
lations, PEYO has lots of assistance to provide. Fifty-eight 
percent of Park Extension residents are immigrants, with 
28.8 percent of the residents having arrived less than four 
years ago. 

PEYO is one of 360 agencies within the Greater Montre- 
al area that benefits from Centraide funding. While most 
of PEYO’s $1.6 million budget comes from grants that 
must be renewed annually, the beauty of Centraide fund- 
ing is that it provides ongoing support. This recurring 


funding allows PEYO to meet its goal of improving the 
quality of life for the citizens of Park Extension; for ex- 
ample, by feeding students so they can concentrate on 
their schoolwork (about 1 000 well-balanced meals are 
served daily in schools within the neighbourhood). 


O OF YOUR DONATION TO 
CENTRAIDE GOES TO THE 
Oo PEOPLE WHO NEED IT MOST 


The Centraide funding is systematically reviewed ev- 
ery two years to ensure the funds are well used. Calce 
knows this process intimately: he used to preside over the 
Admission Committee for Centraide, making the tough 
decisions on which agencies get funding and which don't. 
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Commnunicaion is key for Aecaane Vice President Bunan Resources Carolina Willsher (above) 
as she works on improving access to resources for Concordia employees. | 


Within the larger web development project, Willsher 
is prioritizing a collective bargaining website. While not 
providing specific details about ongoing negotiations, 
the site would demystify the language for faculty and 
staff, and be a source of information about the status of 
negotiations. “Much of the process is unknown to most 
folks who may not be familiar with the terms used at vari- 
ous stages in the collective bargaining process. We want 
to help with that understanding and share information 
about the process,” she says. 

Willsher also identified a need for ongoing training 
and professional development from employees across all 
sectors. To respond to that request, she and her team are 
finalizing a coordinated learning and development pro- 
gram giving all employees access to a range of courses to 
enhance their skills. “It will be great to establish a central- 
ized way to assist employees in the work they’re doing.” 

The sessions would be available at no cost to employ- 
ees. More specialized resources for management will also 
be made available through the program. As much as pos- 
sible, “we would like to use internal expertise to provide 
the training. It would be great professional development 
for them and a way to showcase our own talent,” she adds. 
Details are still being finalized, and Willsher would like 
the program launched by the spring. 

Willsher is thinking about the big picture, as well as the 
long term. “I’m not interested in change for change’s sake. 
Everything we do has to be sustainable.” 


\P 
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Centraide 





While many volunteers serve a local community or- 
ganization and are later approached to share experience 
with Centraide, Calce did the reverse. He started at Cen- 
traide about 14 years ago and after about six years was 
approached by now-city councillor Mary Deros to make 
a difference in his own community by working with 
PEYO. 

He beams when he talks about PEYO and how much 
it means to him, and when he talks about the dedicated 
staff. Two-thirds of the organization’s managerial staff 
is Concordia graduates. He sees his involvement as an 
exchange of help for a real learning experience and he 
encourages others to do the same. “You learn a heck of a 
lot” getting involved, saying he’s learned more volunteer- 
ing than in any classroom. And he’s proud of Concordia's 
involvement. “It’s nice that the university recognizes the 
importance of community engagement” by making it a 
pillar of the strategic plan and by encouraging and rec- 
ognizing volunteering using the Co-Curricular Record. 
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KAREN HERLAND 


From Beaconsfield to Pointe-aux-Trembles, board any 
bus, wait in any line, or sit in any audience; the chatter 
will resonate with at least two distinct cadences and vo- 
cabularies. More often, the voices in any Montreal crowd 
will include three or four different languages. 

Two researchers who joined Concordia’s Faculty of 
Arts and Science earlier in 2010 study how people learn, 
understand and acquire language throughout their lives. 
Both are thrilled to be in a city with two vibrant languag- 
es and a host of other linguistic communities offering a 
multitude of possibilities for new, related projects. 

“It’s like a living laboratory,” exclaims Miriam Diaz, 
in the department of Classics, Modern Languages and 
Linguistics. Since arriving in Montreal in the summer of 
2010, she’s been learning more about the various com- 
munities here to develop her next research project. Her 
work focuses on how individuals acquire second and 
third languages at different stages in life. With so many 
opportunities, she’s overwhelmed by the options. 

Krista Byers-Heinlein returned to Montreal from 
Vancouver to join the faculty in the Department of 
Psychology to further her study of babies growing up 
in bilingual households. “I ask how they do this magi- 
cal thing of figuring out that there are two languages in 
their input and somehow manage to learn both of them 
at the same time,” she says of the infants (ranging from 
two days to two years old) she has studied. 

Diaz’s previous research project, in Arizona, looked at 
native English speakers who learned Spanish, and later, 
Portuguese. While most phonetic studies consider the 
process of learning a second language with more vowel 
sounds than the first language learned, Diaz’s cohort first 
switched to a language with fewer sounds (Spanish has 
five vowel sounds to English’s twelve) and then a third 
with more (Portuguese has seven). 

Ultimately, the results were unexpected. Although the 
participants were in the position of learning a (third) 
language with less variation than their first language, 
they found the transition harder, not easier. 








Flash cards are one way to learn a new language. 


Finding participants who spent a significant portion of 
their lives monolingual might be more challenging here. 
Diaz is considering developing a project with people who 
arrive in Montreal with two languages and then learn 
French, or perhaps with bilingual Montrealers who learn 
a third language in adulthood. | 
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Diaz says there are implications beyond language ac- 
quisition for such research, because of the way language 
and culture are connected over generations. General- 
ly, as language is lost from one generation to the next, 
ties to that culture are weakened as well. In some cases, 
that form of language attrition is a deliberate, conscious 
choice. “They often continue to speak the new language 
and leave the older one in order to be identified with the 
new community,” she says. Byers-Heinlein also empha- 
sizes the importance of the link between language and 
culture: “Parents want to raise kids bilingual to maintain 
those cultures.” 

Both researchers point to the advantages of bilingual- 
ism, including delayed onset of Alzheimer’s disease and 
increased ability to shift from task to task. 

“I’m a big supporter of bilingualism,” says Diaz. “It can 
aid in the creation of neural networks that will help you 
learn other skills you use every day in life.” 


As for the factors that support language acquisition, 
both researchers agree on the importance of exposure. 
“If an infant only hears Vietnamese on the weekend, one 
hour a week, from a grandparent, it’s really unlikely that 
that child is going to grow up to speak Vietnamese,” ex- 
plains Byers-Heinlein. 

Regular, prolonged exposure to languages makes 
language acquisition much easier, even in utero. Byers- 
Heinlein’s research involving newborns whose mothers 
spoke two languages during their pregnancy demon- 
strated that the infants were able to distinguish between 
their two native languages-to-be, and preferred listening 
to them over others. The infants were trained to indicate 
their interest in sounds by sucking on a small pacifier. 

“What we found was there was already something 
bilingual about those babies,” says Byers-Heinlein, in 
comparison to babies born to unilingual parents. “The 
babies were set up already from birth to have the tools 
they need to become bilingual.” Byers-Heinlein, like Diaz, 
is also looking for families to participate in her research. 
Since such studies are often quite specific (requiring a 
number of 18-month-old children from bilingual house- 
holds), being in a city like Montreal, with a wide range of 
ean families, will make that task easier. 
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